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gration from the invisible. Social history is a
record of these immigrations, and not even the
philosophers can decide for us the wherefore.
In the past forty years we of middle-age have
witnessed many of these abrupt swerves from
mode to mode, and because they are general and
affect us all we do not notice their clean break
from the recent mode. From the same cause
we do not notice the abrupt changes in the
London scene, and it is only when we look
back that we realise how many changes have
happened under our eyes. We have seen Society
in its well-conducted, almost demure period;
in its inane Bright-Young-Thing period; and
within the last year or so we have seen it swerve
again from the Mrs. Merrick note to the sensible
and responsible. We have seen music-halls go,
and movies arrive and develop to talkies. We
have seen women's fashions pass from the
bonnet and trailing skirt, through the hobble
skirt and Merry Widow hat, the shirt-blouse,
and bee-hive hat, the knee-length skirt of the
twenties, the Eton crop and the shingle, to the
bare legs and beret of the thirties. We have
seen girls in the parks, at one time shrouded
from neck to ankle, and at another in little
but bathing-slips. We have seen the last days
of Rosherville and the first-days of the Lido.
We have watched the blurred pageantry of the
Votes for Women processions, ;and have seen